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 We are commemorating the centenary of the Bull «Manifestis probatum». In it is enshrined 
what we may consider to be the recognition of Portugal's independence by the highest 
international body at the time: the Papacy. 
To begin with, we stress two relevant aspects of this fact. The first is the motive of such 
recognition: independence receives papal confirmation because it was proved to have been 
deserved, not as an indulgence. Second is our being gathered here 800 years after that 
fundamental declaration. During eight hundred consecutive years, year after year, we 
Portuguese have quite clearly proved that the Bull rested on a transcendental and profound truth, 
in the sense that independence was enabled beyond the circumstances of the time in which it 
was recognized. It remained alive and effective throughout such a long period of time. And it 
was not restricted to the strict, albeit essential, field of political nationhood. It projected itself 
well beyond its own border, into Africa, India, America, China, Japan; it is lived in the creation 
of a culture and of a language, in the definition and guarantee of the oldest metropolitan frontier 
in the world. 
Therefore, upon commemorating the centenary of the Bull «Manifestis probatum», we should 
pay attention to the event and discover its profound significance, both in the immediate world 
and in the continuity thereof. It is not enough to simply think about what made our 
independence possible; we must also verify that it was upheld an indeed that the area of its 
presence broadened to the point that, more than once, it became an advance guard of the 
European and Christian spirit in the world. On this eighth centenary, we should think about 
which forces have gained prominence throughout our history; analyze the constant lines 
emerging from the existence over eight centuries of our nationality, formed and defended across 
an area whose significance grew in the course of its public realization. Nor is it of lesser 
importance to find out that, as the capability with which the Portuguese defend their 
independence grew, it also became ever more profound and significant. Ever more significant 
and creative: ours is not only an independence that survives. It is an independence that enriches 
itself. 
Which lines are then emerging from our centuries-old history? What constants have guided us 
along this lengthy existence? What human constants have we succeeded in expressing? What 
forces has our nationality resorted to, formed, and consolidated in the Western extreme of 
Europe, on the Atlantic that we helped to integrate within the Europeau space? These are 
questions which, irresistibly, present themselves to us. How can we respond, even with a mere 
inkling or a list of topics? 
Start with two constants in Portugal's historical life. They are to be found, on the one hand, in 
our geographical position which should, after all, be considered variable in the light of the 
techniques known to Man; in the various political regimes by which we have been governed and 
in accordance with the circumstances of the exercise of power; in the systems of production and 
distribution of wealth which were established among us and which have undergone change in 
considerably fortuitous circumstances and before the exhaustion of their possibilities; in the 
different forms of culture and of access to culture already attained in our midst; it is in all these 
constants that we find the two points in which we have always achieved expression: the 
undeniable and unadulterable will to achieve political independence; a profound and 
unadulterable confidence in our capacity to conquer and maintain that independence, whatever 
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the odds there may have been for or against it. The bases for these characteristics of the national 
conscience have varied: from their expression of belief in the concrete presence of Providence, 
to the legalistic argumentation of positivism, from Sebastianism to the theorization of 
Portugality. This attitude is evident in all the manifestations of national conscience. It is a 
constant of the Portuguese way of being. 
  These certainties have guided the Portuguese people in all the great events of their history. On 
occasion, the elites in the enjoyment of the usufructs of power may, in the circumstances of the 
national life, find themselves in the hands of leaders more or less skeptic, more or less 
convinced that their maneuvers of style will be capable of outflanking or attenuating this 
profound sentiment, thereby facilitating their own projects. However, confidence in their 
independent destiny always ends up prevailing among the people and orienting those nationally 
responsible. 
  Indeed, there are many foreign observers who acknowledge this indisputable confidence of the 
Portuguese m their independence and in the possibilities of upholding it. Be they literary men 
like Philéas Lebesgue or Miguel Unamuno, military men like Schomberg and Beresford, 
historians like Livermore or Sandro Sideri, to mention only contemporaries, especially in the 
latter case, all have been impressed by this historic confidence of the Portuguese in their 
capacity to find their own independent solution to their problems. In practice, we conceive of no 
other alternative. And if, on occasion, more immediately self-interested elites allow themselves 
to be overcome by the opportunism of protected solutions outside of the national nexus, never 
ever has such confidence disappeared from the national body. Even in the worst moments, the 
environment in which national solutions were upheld could be created or maintained. The 
Nation has always found responsible people to give conceive those solutions and execute them. 
A third constant in the history of Portugal arises here — one so clear that its relevance is 
obvious. A country situated in the extreme West of Europe, with scant erudition, never lacked 
the ability to bring forth leaders, whether local or national, to undertake the defense of its 
national political orientation, to express and carry out, the necessary alternatives. Portugal is a 
nation that has always created curious conditions for finding the necessary routes to its 
independence. Under this aspect, Portugal presents, in the course of its history and in the face of 
choice between different ways, an exceptionally rich and enthusing sequence of options. Let us 
look at the alternative that presented itself to King Afonso Henriques — the alliance with 
Galicia or the march to the South; the alternative represented by Afonso III against Sancho II, in 
the mid--13th century, or shortly after, in the face of the struggle with Castile for the possession 
of the Algarve. Let us cite the so famous, and so much referred to, crisis of 1383-1385, which 
was solved in a clear national attitude. Let us cite the political strife in the 15th century, between 
the excesses of the regional autonomies and the need for a disciplinary royal power. Let us cite 
the reconstitution of the national wealth towards the end of the 17th century — before the access 
to gold — through the expansion of the agricultural area for the production of good quality 
wines, and the consolidation of sugar production in Brazil. Let us cite, also, in the 19th century, 
the re-structuring of the public administration, between 1850 and 1880, which made it possible 
to multiply the State revenue and to face the essential for the defense of the Portuguese interests. 
Let us cite the reconstitution of the national wealth, brought about in the 20th century. In all the 
grave moments of the history of Portugal, there was a body of responsible men who upheld the 
Portuguese possibilities in their essentials, safeguarding them for opportune and victorious 
application. Let us cite the Movement of Regeneration of 1851, conceived and put into practice 
precisely when there were, in Europe, favorable conditions for the financial and development 
policies favored by the Portuguese rulers. And so on. 
The country has always revealed the essential political maturity for finding its own solutions. 
And, more important, that such solutions are not always the same or easy, or derived from 
ready-made models. When these were submitted to foreign tutelage, they were always rejected 
and substituted. Throughout its history, Portugal reveals itself in a series of original and 



corrective political modifications, adequate to its collective sensibility, and this makes 
Portuguese history extremely rich in teachings of permanent national scope as also of great 
value in comparative history. 
If we move from the analysis of political constants, which we have been listing as reflecting this 
capacity to create the necessary and audacious elite, to the search for constants in social history, 
we find two such constants, both prominent and well defined. The first is that of our infinite 
patience and ability to wait which has nothing to do with the passivity that many would like it to 
be and which makes us cautious in the execution of necessary acts. The second is our insistent 
practical verification of the privileges granted or attributed, the social mobility within the 
Portuguese community which assimilates and promotes new cadres and families whether 
through ennoblement or through reward, through access to public posts or through economic, 
cultural, regional, political promotion. Portuguese social mobility is a symptom and a 
characteristic of Portuguese history which is often forgotten and which has led observers — 
curiously enough, most of them nationals — to believe it possible to apply to it models 
conceived for other societies where the reality of constant promotion is not as deeply ingrained 
or favored as it is in Portugal. This fact explains the indifference of the Portuguese towards the 
class struggle, once our way of life consists in the raising of social standards and not in the 
improved maintenance of that into which one is born. Is this good? Is it bad? What is evident is, 
in any case, our indifference to the social classes to which we belong and, also, all our effort 
never to take them as final, in the hope of improving or justifying them. 
In this way we reach the basic characteristic of our history, which makes it an echo of our 
national conscience and the victorious expression of our intrinsic way of life. It explains why 
we — true Portuguese that we are — always consider what unites us to be more important than 
what divides us. It is this way of thinking and of feeling that characterizes the Portuguese people 
and the definitive and always efficacious way in which we know how to defend and distinguish 
friends from enemies. Portugal's solutions and victories are always successes and victories of 
the national unity over division. This is, to us, an evident truth that derives from all that we have 
done. Had we applied to the ships that went to India the principle of division over that of unity, 
we would never have arrived or remained there. Had those who populated the Huila plateau 
clashed and fought over their divergences and had they been indifferent to necessary unity, they 
would not have remained invincible there for a century and a half. The national solutions were 
always those of unity and convergence, never of hatred and division. The ultimate constant that 
marks our history and has guided us is that unity always ends up prevailing over hatred and 
division. It has, indeed, been an essential constant. 
These facts — and they are facts — make of the history of Portugal a model which is extremely 
rich in lessons and resources for understanding how a nation is built and defended and how the 
risk of losing it is managed. To survive, the Portuguese have always found the road to unity. 
Thereby our fundamental vocation for the discovery of the World and the building of nations 
has been found. 
This is why it can be said that the Portuguese people have not contradicted the reasons on which 
the Bull «Manifestis probatum» rested. The history of Portugal proves that the Portuguese, 
among other characteristics of persistence and toil, have always shown the capacity, which the 
Papal Bull acknowledged, to use political independence in the defense of the common good.  
The Bull «Manifestis probatum» was right in recognizing our national maturity which has 
shown itself to be vigorous, determined and enlightened. Here we are, independent, to say so 
eight hundred years after the concession of our independence by the meritorious Holy See. We 
are independent and deserve to be. As we did eight hundred years ago. 
 


