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Revised 28/12/18; Annex 3 added 9/1/19 
“Moving the Mandela legacy forward in Academia: It is in our hands”:  

a Panel at the Rectory of NOVA University, Lisbon moderated by  
Jorge Braga de Macedo  
ACL, ARB, CG&G, CIGI 

 
Dear Panel Friends, Distinguished Guests  

Thank you for being here. The message chosen for the closing 
event of the Centenary Celebration, “Moving the Mandela legacy forward 
in Academia: It is in our hands”, reflects a number of initiatives at Nova 
and elsewhere described in a companion piece written in Portuguese 
(available at http://www.jbmacedo.com/papers/mandelalong.pdf) and in 4 
annexes. The perspective is one of “global lusophonia” i.e. discussing in 
English the commonalities and the specificities of Portuguese-speaking 
countries (also known as CPLP) in four issue-areas: culture, peace, science 
and development.  

Though the panel proceedings are in English, I stand ready to 
translate comments for the benefit of those whose Portuguese might be 
perfunctory. The lineup includes brief initial presentations and ample time for 
questions, answers and comments, as follows: 
6 min Introduction Jorge Braga de Macedo (JBM), 
7 min Isabel Capeloa Gil (ICP),  
7 min Teresa Pizarro Beleza (TPB); 
7 min Nuno Ferrand de Almeida (NFA);  
15 min Dialogue with students facilitated by Luís Brites Pereira (LBP); 
35 min Q&A: culture = peace + science + development ?; 
3 min Conclusion: the Lisbon Declaration  
 

Our milestones are Mandela’s 70th birthday celebration at Wembley 
Stadium, as the cold war was ending, his marriage to Graça Machel on the 
day he turned 80 and the “it’s in your hands” message on his 90th birthday. 

When, at 72, Madiba addressed Boston high-school students, his 
concern was exclusion from education as a limiting factor of development, 
with negative consequences on culture, peace and science. Good education 
equips future generations with professional and technical skills as well as a 
sense of justice - which is how Academia can change the world for the better.  
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Of the countless Mandela-related quotes across CPLP, I pick two 
from Lisbon. Politically, as the previous Prime Minister of Portugal said earlier 
this year: “Mandela predicted and acted on conciliation and unification, as it is 
through gathering with generosity that we are able to add and go further”. 
Academically, the Proclamation of Mandela’s honorary membership of the 
Lisbon Academy of Science (ACL) - where his wife was elected as a 
lusophone member ten years ago – emphasized the value of peace and paid 
him a “tribute that is serene, authentic and grateful”. 

Our tribute today jumps over disciplines. Católica’s Rector, who 
studied at Munich and Chicago, deconstructed Lisbon’s Colonial School by 
means of Totem and Taboo and Portuguese colonialism by means of “visual 
literacy”. She now chairs the International Federation of Catholic Universities. 
The former Dean of Nova’s Law School, having taught me the significance of 
South African constitutionalism for Europe and the world, interrupted her 
sacred sabbatical when I reminded her of my debt. Many of you will know that 
she recently presented Justice Albie Sachs, human rights activist, as doctor 
honoris causa in this room. My Lisbon Academy fellow from UPorto 
collaborated intensely with the Tropical Research Institute (IICT, established 
in 1883 under another name, now part of ULisboa under the same brand). 
When I was running it, he hosted me at his famed CIBIO, in front of Mindelo 
beach. Last but not least, my colleague, spokesperson for the event and 
facilitator extraordinaire. I will only say that he hails from Jo’burg, became a 
global lusophone right here in Campolide, acquired an affinity with another 
Mindelo beach and once held court at the Palácio das Necessidades… 

Staying on NOVA for a bit longer, the interdisciplinary center 
created with a domestic focus in April 1992, in agreement with the Terreiro do 
Paço, was relabeled Center for Globalization and Governance (CG&G) in 
early 2008 and has collaborated with ACL, IICT and the Center for 
International Governance Innovation (CIGI), in Waterloo, Ontario. Ten years 
later, the Ph.D. program on Tropical Knowledge and Management, housed at 
Nova SBE in partnership with the Tropical Med and ULisboa’s Agronomy 
Schools plus Universities in Angola, Cape Verde, Mozambique and South 
Africa follows the spirit of the Lisbon Declaration below.  

It also illustrates the observation of CIGI’s President Rohinton 
Medhora on a visit to CG&G that development and governance are coming 
closer to each other. In his message today, he states that Mandela’s imprint 
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belongs to a whole new generation of citizens the world over and adds: “We 
aspire to his ethos. We wish he was still with us. But if we – all – try hard 
enough by working towards his ideals he is indeed still with us, and will be so 
forever.”  

This reminded me of what the late Joëlle Bourgois, Ambassadeur 
de France, said in her poignant book Mes cinq ans avec Mandela, Paris, 
2011 but I close with current testimonials from the US, with the same intent: 
Edward Kannyo, political scientist from the Rochester Institute of Technology, 
lists “the effort to maintain sovereign control of the domestic and international 
options made on the basis of internal self-determination” as the third lesson 
for the Rest of Africa, building on conflict resolution and strong political 
institutions; James K. Galbraith, economist from UTexas, Austin, who sums 
up his maiden visit with “liberty, equality, democracy”. And now, let the Panel 
begin. Thank you. 

The Lisbon Declaration on Science for Global Development 

In September 2008, the Lisbon Declaration, drafted by Jean-Pierre 
Contzen, a fellow of the Académie Royale de Belgique (ARB), science 
adviser to Portugal’s Science, Technology and Innovation (STI) Ministers 
(Mariano Gago then and Manuel Heitor now), was accepted by all 
participants, such as: Consultative Group on International Agricultural 
Research, UN University, OECD, CIGI (through its global health program) 
and research institutions across CPLP.  

This Declaration predicted that STI would increasingly drive 
economic development, sought to reinforce cooperation in knowledge for 
development and called for international governance innovation. recognized 
“that academics, policy makers, the business community and civil society 
face the common challenge of learning, through joint endeavors, to use 
scientific knowledge for sustainable development”. It pointed to the 
importance of rooting governance responses to globalization in “local 
cultures”, promoting “mutual accountability” and encouraging countries to 
develop their human capital with due allowance for the increased mobility of 
talent and to devise indicators for national Higher Education and STI systems.  

The Panel brought many other points, for which I thank you again. 
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Annex 1: Mandela’s Political Legacy: Lessons for the Rest of Africa,  
by Edward Kannyo, Professor of Political Science, Rochester Institute 

of Technology, Rochester, NY, dated 11 November, 2018 

I would like to suggest that Nelson Mandela’s life and political leadership 
provide some useful lessons for the rest of the continent, of which three are 
crucial for the progress of African countries.  They are: (1) political 
reconciliation and conflict resolution in deeply divided societies; (2) the 
creation and nurturing of strong political institutions and, (3) the effort to 
maintain sovereign control of the domestic and international options made on 
the basis of internal self-determination. Before expounding the proposed 
theses, it is important to look at the challenges of political leadership in Africa. 

Six decades after the decolonization of the continent, a substantial number of 
states are still beset by political strife stemming from the absence of political 
consensus. Current examples involving different degrees of violence include 
Libya, Somalia, Uganda, Ethiopia, the Central African Republic, South Sudan, 
Sudan, the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), Cameroon and Mali. 

Mandela’s efforts to work for reconciliation between the races began in prison 
when he decided to learn Afrikaans, the language of the cultural group that 
was the foundation of the apartheid regime.  As a free man, he embraced the 
Springbok, the “White” national rugby team. Neville Alexander who was a 
long-term fellow prisoner stated: 

"Mandela knew and knows that certain symbols, certain traditions, cultural 
practices like rugby, like the Springbok as a symbol, that these things are 
very important, and that his whole purpose of course has been to bring 
together the Afrikaner and the African traditions. 

And to get them somehow, not in a melting pot way necessarily, but in a 
salad bowl way, to get them somehow to constitute a single entity. I mean his 
whole nation-building strategy is based on that. What better coup than to get 
the ‘white' Springbok team to be accepted by the black majority as their 
team?"1 

The extraordinary fact that he and his principal long-term Afrikaans jailer 
Christo Brand, developed a friendship that endured until Mandela’s death 
speaks volumes about the man and his soul. Following his death, a reporter 

                                                             
1 Mike Hanna, “Mandela’s Art of ‘Understanding the Enemy’,” Aljazeera, December 6, 2013 
(https://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/2013/06/201368131236612731.html). 
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discussed the unusual relationship with Brand and gave the following 
account: 

Brand started to work on Robben Island in 1978 when he was 18 and 
Mandela was 60. Mandela spent 18 of his 27 years in prison on the island. 

Eventually Brand grew to like Mandela and smuggled in special treats like 
bread and Mandela’s favourite hair pomade. Brand even sneaked in 
Mandela’s infant granddaughter so that the prisoner could hold her. 

For his part, Mandela encouraged Brand to continue his education and 
maintained an interest in him and his family.2 

On regaining his freedom in 1990, Mandela confronted deep divisions among 
the majority African leaders and political parties that had degenerated into 
violence and ethnic tensions. He and the ANC worked hard to overcome the 
conflicts. A major step was the inclusion of the important leader of the Inkatha 
Freedom Party, Gatsha Buthelezi, in the first all-inclusive Cabinet that he 
formed. The creation of a decentralized  political system based on 
autonomous provinces was one of the great achievements of the ANC under 
Mandela’s leadership. 

In the rest of the continent, while significant change continues to occur, the 
central challenge of creating stable, efficient and accountable public 
institutions remains. The processes of liberalization and democratization have 
advanced. For instance, in a number of states, there are presidential  terms 
limits. Except for a few recalcitrant cases (Cameroon, Togo, Congo-
Brazzaville, Rwanda and Uganda), the people are slowly getting used to the 
idea that a president can leave office alive and not be forced to go into exile. 

West African states now stand out for institutionalizing executive term limits 
and resisting efforts to remove them. If we assume that Zimbabwe has turned 
a corner in the process of liberalization and democratization with the removal 
of Robert Mugabe, Central, Eastern and Southern Africa may be gradually 
following the West African lead.3 

                                                             
2https://www.thestar.com/news/world/2013/12/07/nelson_mandelas_robben_island_jailer_griev
es_for_friend.html). Andrew Meldrum and Fazlur Phillips, “Nelson Mandela's Robben Island Jailer 
Grieves for ‘Friend’,” The Star (Toronto), December 7, 2013. 
3 Cheryl Hendricks and Gabriel Ngah Kiven, “Presidential term limits: slippery slope back to 
authoritarianism in Africa,” The Conversation, https://theconversation.com/presidential-term-
limits-slippery-slope-back-to-authoritarianism-in-africa-96796. 
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In spite of the different historical, social, economic and political conditions, all 
new states face the problem of creating viable political institutions. Limits on 
political power are a crucial part of the process of political institutionalization 
on the basis of the liberal-democratic ideal. The current South African 
Constitution has been described as one of the most liberal.  The Bill of Rights 
stipulates that “Everyone is equal before the law and has the right to equal 
protection and benefit of the law. (2) Equality includes the full and equal 
enjoyment of all rights and freedoms. To promote the achievement of 
equality, legislative and other measures designed to protect or advance 
persons, or categories of persons, disadvantaged by unfair discrimination 
may be taken. (3) The state may not unfairly discriminate directly or indirectly 
against anyone on one or more grounds, including race, gender, sex, 
pregnancy, marital status, ethnic or social origin, colour, sexual orientation, 
age, disability, religion, conscience, belief, culture, language and birth” 
(Chapter 2: Bill of Rights). 

In the midst of the enormous and complex problems inherited from the 
apartheid regime, most observers would agree that South Africa stands in 
sharp contrast to the rest of African states when it comes to the existence of 
strong political institutions. Apart from the state institutions, the African 
National Congress and other parties are a strong reflection of the country’s 
advantage compared with the rest of the continent. It is difficult to image such 
autocratic leaders as Mugabe, Museveni, Kagame, Biya or Teodoro Obiang 
as leaders of South Africa.  

While the ANC was already a strong organization when he emerged in the 
mid-1950s, his subsequent leadership role, eloquence and courage surely 
made a strong contribution to the resilience of the organization at home and 
abroad in the tough years of resistance until 1990. As we all know, by then, 
the Apartheid regime had come to recognize Mandela's as the indispensable 
interlocutor who would help bring about a peaceful transition to democratic 
governance. His struggle to hold African leaders together after he left prison 
in the midst of fierce political struggle tinged with communal conflict ensured 
that the transition was largely peaceful. 

Observers outside South Africa have noted that Mandela served only one 
term and voluntarily relinquished power. His humility even when in power and 
emphasis on collective leadership was a major contribution to the sustenance 
and consolidation of responsible governance. The current legal challenges 
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that former president Zuma faces after leaving office illustrate the substance 
of political and legal institutionalization in South Africa. Nothing of the kind 
has so far happened in the rest of the continent. And even outside Africa, 
impunity is generally successfully sought by political elites and their 
associates--although this is beginning to change. 

Finally, Mandela once against demonstrated his moral courage when he 
resisted and criticized attempts by some Western powers to compel him to 
join them in their hostility towards the very states that had provided crucial 
assistance on the military side of the anti-Apartheid struggle. Notable 
examples were Cuba and Libya, When he visited the latter in 1997, the US 
State Department expressed muffled opposition. Mandela’s response was 
clear: “No country can claim to be the policeman of the world and no state 
can dictate to another what it should do. Those that yesterday were friends of 
our enemies have the gall today to tell me not to visit my brother Gaddafi. 
They are advising us to be ungrateful and forget our friends of the past.”4 

The fact that the fascinating biographical documentary of the Great Man is 
entitled “Mandela: Son of Africa” is surely a recognition of the continent-wide 
significance of his extraordinary life and achievements. 

Annex 2: Message from Rohinton Medhora, President, Center for 
International Governance Innovation (CIGI), Waterloo, Ont., dated 13 

November, 2018 

The betterment of conditions the world over, Albert Einstein once said, is not 
essentially dependent on scientific knowledge but on the fulfillment of human 
traditions and ideals.  Nelson Mandela gave us a window on what it means to 
fulfill human traditions and ideals.  His life of principle, suffering, vision and 
leadership is one of the remarkable legacies of the last century.  Mr. 
Mandela’s imprint belongs not just to a new nation – important as this is - but 
also to a whole new generation of citizens the world over.  We aspire to his 
ethos.  We wish he was still with us.  But if we – all – try hard enough by 
working towards his ideals he is indeed still with us, and will be so forever. 

Annex 3: Remarks prepared for the Mandela Centennial Conference 
by James K. Galbraith, The University of Texas at Austin 

                                                             
4 Tatenda Gwaambuka, “Nelson Mandela’s Friendship with Gaddafi Irritated the West,” The 
African Exponent, December 5, 2016 (https://www.africanexponent.com/post/8136-nelson-
mandelas-friendship-with-gaddafi-that-irritated-the-west). 
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As we honor the legacy of Nelson Mandela in his centennial year and on the 
anniversary of his passing, the task of this conference is to help define the 
role of the academy in advancing the great causes of his life: liberty, equality, 
democracy. 

One key task is to get the history right and to convey it accurately to the next 
generation.  For an American this is an especially important and sensitive 
task, as we are world leaders in self-absolution with respect to past blunders, 
embarrassments and crimes. The US role in the struggle for liberation of 
Southern Africa was far from admirable; Americans in particular should be 
taught to remember that it was the Cuban army that played the decisive role 
in the battles for Angola, for the independence of Namibia and ultimately in 
setting the course for the end of the apartheid state. 

A second task for academics is to teach the law and its central role in a 
struggle for freedom.  Nelson Mandela was a lawyer.  The Freedom Charter 
was a statement of legal objectives.  The Treason Trial was fought and won 
as a matter of law.  South Africa's Constitution is a legal landmark. The 
current struggle for a fair and just and law-abiding South Africa is struggle 
against the subversion of constitutional principles and the rule of law. South 
Africa's history and Mandela's legacy illustrate for us all the significance of 
law, of legal process and of legal training. 

A third task, still ahead twenty-five years after the liberation, is to help define 
the ideas and train the people who can build a state, bound by law, that 
functions effectively in the public interest, that delivers services and maintains 
infrastructure, that taxes effectively those who can afford to pay, that uses 
and conserves the nation's immense material wealth and that conquers the 
embedded ethos of corruption and state capture. On these matters, South 
Africa is a test case of issues present everywhere; I have described the 
problem in a book entitled The Predator State. It is a matter especially for 
academics concerned with public administration and public policy, who have 
learned the hard way that economic and social systems do not regulate 
themselves. 

As we honor Nelson Mandela's legacy on this occasion, let us keep in mind 
that he led a life of struggle, that all triumphs are provisional, and that the 
responsibility to confront and solve the problems of the day never ends. 
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Annex 4: Annotated family photograph after the closing of the 
Centenary Celebration 

 
From left to right (convenors underlined, speakers italicized, 
panelists’ initials except for students): NFA, ICP, João Sáàgua, 
Mmamokwena Gaoretelelwe, JBM, Francisca van Dunem, Jorge 
Sampaio, TPB, Vitor Alexandre de Albuquerque Leitão, Karabo 
David Modise, Maria Isabel Milheiriço Fontes Cabral Monjardino, 
LBP.  
The panel sought to capture the interactions between culture, 
peace, science and development going from literary studies to law, 
biology to economics. ICP, Católica’s Rector, and TPB, former Dean 
of Nova’s Law School, emphasized Mandela’s humanism in an 
adverse cultural context, and governance innovations such as the 
Truth Commission. NFA, UPorto, described the intense collaboration 
of his Research Center on Biodiversity and Genetic Resources 
(CIBIO) with South African universities.  
LBP invited two students from his Global Business course at Nova 
SBE and one from Engineering at ULisboa to evoke what Mandela 
means for them and concluded with the quote “of a saint as a sinner 
who keeps on trying”.  
JBM thanked Edward Kannyo (RIT), Rohinton Medhora (CIGI) and 
James Galbraith (UTA) for the contributions reproduced in annexes 
1-3, remembered the September 2008 Lisbon Declaration on 
Science for Global Development and evoked the memoir by his 
deceased friend Joëlle Bourgois, Mes cinq ans avec Mandela, 2011. 


