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  15 December 2009 

 

Sciences Po Paris - Master Economics & Public Policy  
 

Economic Development 2010 
 

Mondays 19:15-21:15  Room (tbd) 

 

Professors 

Jorge Braga de Macedo (JBM), President Tropical Research Institute, Lisbon  
Joaquim Oliveira Martins (JOM), Head of Division, Regional Competitiveness and Governance, 
OECD 
William Tompson (WT), Senior Economist, Economics Department, OECD 
 
Objectives  
Learning to address specific situations of economic development through reform strategies at the 
national, regional and global levels, with an emphasis on technological and social innovations capable 
of fostering a balanced development model between efficiency, equity and environment.  
 
Contents 

The course should allow students to have a clearer view of the usefulness of applied economic research, 
of economic policy practice and of the interaction between national governments and international 
organizations. Emphasis on political economy considerations also helps provide a motivation for an 
interdisciplinary approach to development economics, especially called for in the wake of the 2008 
Global Financial Crisis. This approach is reflected in the three parts assigned to each one of the 
instructors i) Development, Convergence and Governance (JBM) ; ii) Reform Strategies, Environment 
and Regional Development (JOM) ; and iii) Political Economy of Development and Reforms (WT). 
 
Teaching Method and Evaluation 

Each one of the three parts includes 4 classes lasting 2 hours. In addition, there will be at least one 
guest lecture. The final exam will account for 60% of the final grade and 40% for group work 
presented and debated in class. 
 
Review sessions may be offered on Mondays from 17h-19h for students interested in preparing the 
research topics for their group presentations.   
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Course Outline 

 
Class 1: 25 January 2010 

JBM1 Economic development and convergence: lessons from the crisis  

 

Class 2: 1 Feb 2010 

JOM1 The E3 Development: Efficiency, Equity, Environment 

 

Class 3:  8 Feb 2010 

JBM2 History vs. Expectations  

 

Class 4:  15 Feb 2010 

JBM3 African Development Successes  

 

Class 5: 22 Feb 2010 

JOM2 Reform Strategies 

 

Class 6:  8 March 2010 

JBM4 Globalisation and Freedoms 

 

Class 7:  15 March 2010 

JBM5 Globalization, Regional governance and the G20 

 

Class 8:  22 March 2010 

WT1 Democratisation, democracy and development 

 

Class 9: 29 March 2010 

WT2 The Resource Curse and the Political Economy of Dictatorship 

 

Class 10: 12 April 2010 

WT3 The Political Economy of Reforms: A Comparative Analysis 

  

Class 11: 19 April 2010 

JOM3 Growth and Policy Complementarity 

 

Class 12:  26 April 2010 

Work Group presentation: topic 1  

 

Class 13: 3 May 2010 

Work Group presentation: topic 2   

 

Class 14: 10 May 2010 

Work Group presentation: topic 3 
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[Additional readings for each part of the course will be provided] 


