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More quotes by Unger (whom I debated at NOVASBE on 30/10/14 courtesy of Fundação 
Francisco Manuel dos Santos) 

“The world is ready and united as never before. The great secular projects of emancipation, 
the liberal and socialist projects and the world popular romantic culture, have prepared all of 
humanity for the idea that it can be lifted up; that the objective is not simply a marginal 
advance in the quality, but the empowerment, the greatness of the ordinary person. And the 
method is not the humanization of the established framework through social policy, but the 
reinvention of the framework through cumulative institutional experimentalism. The world is 
ready and any fragmentary advance in part of the world, if correctly interpreted through a 
discourse that reveals its larger meaning would resonate sensationally though out the world”. 
Probably we will never know whether and how this cumulative institutional experimentalism 
would converge because “the transformative opportunity presented by the crisis (…) has 
already been largely wasted and in general there is a vicious circle, a paradox. We want 
institutions that would diminish the dependence of change on crises but the induction of such 
institutions in turn seems to depend on crises. We should not depend on crisis. It is so as not to 
depend on crises that we possess the faculty of imagination”. 

As it turns out, Unger’s philosophical underpinnings involve fate rather than a Deus ex machina 
imagination. He claims that the “two most powerful impulses at work in the world today are 
the desire for socially inclusive growth and the struggle to affirm collective originality to 
develop distinct forms of life. Both these impulse are in the service of a larger ideal. Not the 
humanization of society but the divinization of humanity, the enhancement of the basic 
capabilities of men and women and the lifting up of ordinary life to a higher plane of 
intensity”. Yet, “a very restricted repertory of living options for the organization of different 
domains of social life (…) is the fate of contemporary societies. To rebel against that fate, 
through the alliance of theory and politics, it would be necessary to enlarge that repertory.” 
Sadly, many “countries in the world now are governed by people who would like to be Franklin 
Roosevelt and do not know how. The progressives throughout the world in general lack a 
program. Their program is the program of their conservative adversaries, with a humanizing 
discount and a falling discount, at that. The world financial and economic crisis, would supply 
an enormous opportunity to overthrow this dictatorship of no alternatives, but this 
opportunity has already been largely squandered”. Rather than discussing this financial and 
economic crisis, it is preferable in his view to address “the use or misuse of the crisis as an 
occasion, to form the global new deal, which on my understanding means to overturn this 
dictatorship of no alternatives”. To do so, he denies the prevailing “position of the progressives 
(…) that the orthodoxy is universal but the heresies can only be local. And these local heresies 
would be combined elements of the universal orthodoxy with local adaptation” Instead, a 
“universal orthodoxy can be combated successfully only by a universal heresy, as liberalism 
and socialism were in the last two centuries. A universalizing heresy, constituted by these 
constitutional innovations that paradoxically would provide the instruments through which 
contemporary societies could become not more like but different, inventing differences rather 
than clinging to remembering differences”.  


