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GL rationalizes an external dimension for the Comunidade dos Países de Língua Portuguesa 
(CPLP). It might also reflect other intergovernmental culture-based platforms, such as the 
Commonwealth of Nations, Secretaria General Iberoamericana (SEGIB) or Organisation 
Mondiale de la Francophonie (OIF), insofar as they: 

1. involve governments through diplomats but also national organizations such as central 
banks and armed forces, cities, business councils, universities and therefore must 
combine interests, values and allegiances in many domains.  

2. project common views on world problems such as peace and the sustainable 
development goals. If CPLP is willing to also communicate in English, its views become 
more relevant to observers, such as Japan or Turkey, who are members of G20, 
chaired by Germany after China, or of the BRICS, chaired by China after India.  

Economic and financial differentiation entails the broader geographical domain of CPLP and 
Portuguese-speaking migrant communities scattered across the globe. National differentiation 
which cuts across history and geography can be grounded on culture-based multilateralism, 
like the 2006 Bissau declaration on the Millennium Development Goals. This declaration 
explicitly mentions “mutual knowledge” as a lever, alongside political will and financial clout, 
for the management of culture-based multilateralism.  

Evident from the multiple allegiances of its citizens, the Portuguese idea of Europe goes 
beyond economics [5]. Like EU and CPLP, whose secretariat has been located in Lisbon since 
1996, such idea includes finance, defense, science and technology, as well as culture. The 
Portuguese vision differs from other national visions, in particular in terms of the salience of 
neighbourhoods, although the globalization of Europe is now shared across the membership. 
Progress on trade has been very slow, in part because trade between CPLP members and their 
neighbors is very constrained, with the exception of Portugal. Nevertheless, improved business 
environments and better governance should sustain economic recovery across the other 
regions of integration of CPLP members: ECOWAS (Cape Verde and Guinea-Bissau, ECAS 
(Equatorial Guinea and São Tome e Princípe), SADC (Angola and Mozambique), ASEAN (East 
Timor as observer) and Mercosul (Brazil). 

In addition, the Portuguese business community, under pressure to export after the global 
financial crisis of 2008, began to look at the opportunities offered by combining Portuguese-
speaking and other European markets. The greater openness and competitiveness of the 
national economy in knowledge-intensive activities should be anchored in the reform of public 
administration, which has been slow and uneven [5]. The effect of the crisis has been a topic of 
research at Academia das Ciências de Lisboa where a Letter to Queen Lusophonia involving 
fellows from Angola, Brazil and Portugal builds on the 2009/10 Letters to Queen Elizabeth [4].  

Cooperation between Portugal and its former African colonies began in two unlikely areas, 
defense and finance. Ministers of Finance and central Bank Governors had since 1990 
meetings convened by Banco de Portugal at the margin of those of the Bretton-Woods 

                                                             
1 Academia das Ciências de Lisboa, Académie Royale de Belgique, Center for Globalization & Governance, Center for 
International Governance Innovation. Moderator’s remarks for a panel on “Lusophone Countries: Partnering for 
Prosperity” at the Horasis Global Meeting, Cascais May 29, 2017 



institutions. This practice of the so-called Afro-Ecofin was revived in 2014 after exit from the 
adjustment program. The annual meetings were gradually joined by Brazil, while East Timor 
and Equatorial Guinea joined immediately. [3] notes that this was helped by their recognition 
as a region for the purposes of European development cooperation, during the first presidency 
of the European Council in 1992.  

The reality of culture-based multilateralism within CPLP has therefore been less salient in the 
usual areas of language and trade than in defense and finance. This need not be reflected in 
the existence of regular Ministerial Meetings since those on Culture or Science and Technology 
started well before those on Economy or Energy, the latter having been inaugurated in May, 
2015 [4, published by IICT now part of ULisboa, p. 108]. 

[6] states that “the rest of the world would benefit from a bit of Lusophilia” at the same time 
that the existence of the Portuguese-speaking market was being researched at Harvard 
Business School under the supervision of the late Julio Rotemberg (1953-2017). This led me to 
suggest that “globalization liberates lusophonia” when [1] was published and to a business 
audience shortly thereafter [2]. Also, [7] deepened and widened [6]. Economic potential and 
cultural legacy will become complementary insofar as CPLP members are open to their 
neighboring integration areas, India and China, where the Macau Forum has become a 
relevant vehicle for trade and investment promotion. This has not yet been achieved but “silo 
busting” within organizations and nations has had concrete results in various fields [8].  

Spain drives SEGIB but Argentina, Brazil and Mexico are G20 members and the same pattern is 
found in OIF, with Canada and France in G20. The UK, with Australia, Canada, India and South 
Africa also in G20, may drive the Commonwealth but the US is indifferent. CPLP, driven by 
Brazil, the only indigenous monarchy in the Western Hemisphere, remains a genuine product 
of the first wave of globalization, which the translation of the Lusiads in English and even in 
French has trouble capturing, e.g. “Entre gente remota edificaram/ Novo Reino que tanto 
sublimaram” becomes “Et, parmi ces peuples lointains, ils édifièrent/ Ce nouveau royaume 
qu’eux seuls sublimèrent” or even “forc'd their way/ To the fair kingdoms of the rising day”!  

A more contemporaneous reason for GL’s rising notoriety is that CPLP has a Business Council 
reflecting the strategies for open economy of member states through business organizations 
such as ELO, a business association established in 1988 which is now part of CIP, the 
confederation of Portuguese enterprises. In this way, CPLP can drive Portugal’s strategy for 
open economy in energy and natural resources; communications and public works; financial 
services; maritime business; agriculture; tourism, education, health. 
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